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SUMMARY

Theinformation of this paper isbased on ninemonthsfield survey at Bhitara Panchayat villagesi.e.
Bhitara M ota, Bhitara Nanaand Udhma. Or ganization of seriesof meetingswereheld at variouslevels
with local stakeholder sand datawer e collected on natural resour ceslike existing natur al resour ces
and their distribution, grassland statuswith salinity classes, participatory restoration methodsand
socio-economic statusof each family. Based on participatory exercise(or participatory rural appraisal)
with variousgroups, Theconclusion wasdrawn to recommend site specific strategiesfor conservation
and sustainable utilization of natural resour ces. Over all findingsrevealed that Jat mudimsisthe most
dominant community in selected Panchayat villages with livestock rearing activities as the main
occupation. In addition, local inhabitantswer eusing char coal asmain sour ce of ener gy tofulfill their
daily requirement aswell ashad also adopted Prosopis-based char coal making asbusinessto earn
aurplusmoney for their livelihood. Natural habitatshavebeen lost thr ough invasion of Prosopisjuliflora
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Correspondenceto : (locally called Ganda Bavar) and had resulted in significant lossof wetland ar ea, degr adation of remaining
JP SHAH natural resour cesand a consequent decr easein thediver Sty of nativeland usetypeand species. People
o _ mitted that they did not haveadequateknowledge ernment developmental schemesand pr ogrammes
G | " admitted that they did not haveadequateknowledgeof gov deveop alsch d prog
Dgmengt”te 0 sothey werenot ableto avail the full benefitsof such programmes. Participatory natural resour ces
(GUIDE) nguj_ mapping supportsthesustainable management of natural resour cesin an ecologically sound and socially
KACHGHH sensitivemanner. However, theresour ce use potential of local peoplehasnot been planned scientifically

for sustainabledevelopment of the Banni region. The present sudy wasplanned and car ried-out in one
Panchayat of Banni region to develop an innovative management practice, which supportssustainable
useand multiplenatural resour cesbenefits.
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he Banni hasan areaof 2,617 km?and has  livestock fodder. Today, Prosopis juliflora

Key words : 48 villages, which are regulated by 19 has become a wide spread species in many
Natural 'Resource, Panchayats (local governor’s body) under the  partsof Kachchhdistrict especialy inthe Banni
Pestoralist, state administration. Natural resourcesinBanni  area. Further, Prosopis spread may not be
Livelihood, areas and particular in selected Panchyat severe when whole Kachchh is considered,
Participatory (Bhitara) are multidimensional with cross- but the rate of increase of spread in Banni
exercise, Banni, boundary resources within adjoining villages.  area was very high. Further, in Kachchh,
Kachchh Theseresources providearangeof interrelated  pressure on existing grasslands are high
environmental functions and socio-economic  because an Adult Cattle Unit (ACU) requires

benefits, which support avariety of livelihood  3-4 ha good condition grasslands. However,

strategiesfor different stakeholdersof thelocal  theavailable grazinglandsin Kachchhdistrict,

community. In addition, the socio-economic  which includes all categories viz., good, fair,

survey carried-out by Joshi et al. (2009) medium and poor condition classis0.6 haper

showed that the Banni communitiesarehighly ~ ACU suggesting tremendous pressure on

. dependent on the natural grassland for various  grazinglands. Theincreasein grazing pressure
JRueI;::“z/gib purposes. In particular, nine woody species implies a reduction in the production of
Accepted were useful for construction of traditional house  palatable species and increase the proportion
September, 2010 called Bhunga, 4 for medicine and 22 for of unpalatable as well as woody species
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